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Redistricting

Legislators choose voters,

±ƻǘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ

Result, few competitive districts.

Few competitive elections. 

Little turnover. 
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Basic political demographics

Â 11.7 million registered voters.

Â 5.8 million registered Democrats.

Â 2.9 million registered Republicans.

Â 3 million minor party registered voters or 
voters not registered in any party (2.3 
million).
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Â Conducted each decade, the next 
redistricting will be in place for the 2012 
elections.

Â Must meet federal standards.

Â To the greatest extent practicable, must 
ōŜ άŎƻƳǇŀŎǘέ ŀƴŘ άŎƻƴǘƛƎǳƻǳǎΦέ

How Redistricting works
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Â Lax standards allow bizarre shaped districts.

Â [ŀȄ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ άƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ƻƴŜ 
ǾƻǘŜΦέ

Â Partisan mapmakers protect incumbents 
and legislative majorities.

Â When combined with loop hole ridden 
campaign financing, New Yorkers are left 
with few competitive elections.

Critique
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The populations of districts 
vary greatly

Assembly           Senate

Zero to 1 percent 18 11

1 to 2 percent 33 28

2 to 3 percent 29 4

3 to 5 percent 70 19

Difference in population
from equally divided district
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